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do not appear to hold a place of very great importance,
and where the machine seems to wear out bodies and
enslave souls more easily than elsewhere in the world.

When the British conquered Canada they found
there a humble people who did not own much of this
world's goods but who did possess the most precious
elements of a civilization of their own. One of these
was the French language; another was the Catholic
religion. The struggles that took place to ensure that
these should be preserved have already been told. To-
day in this great Canada, where the most complete
religious freedom is maintained, almost 45% of the
population is Catholic, while French is the mother
tongue of 32% and the only language of 15% of the
population. Canada began by being a missionary ter-
ritory. Now, and particularly in French Canada, it has
become in its turn the starting point for missionary
endeavours, a focal and centre point of Catholic, and
indeed of Christian thought. As for the language, the
French Canadians have not only preserved it; they
have forced its recognition as an official language. Even
though a distinction is made between the speech of the
educated classes and the popular and rural dialects, the
language still remains fundamentally French. It comes,
as a French writer once said, "directly from the
source," but, it must be admitted, from a somewhat
turbid source. In its underground progress there has
been dissolved in it the salt of all the dialects of the
French shore of the Atlantic and the English Channel.
It is freely granted that after nearly two centuries of
resistance to assimilation, the speech of the French
Canadian is sometimes archaic, sometimes imperfect,,
constantly threatened by the invasion of Anglicisms,